\\i!Ai)Ml l O i HI t I U\fS 



Thi s listing of clai m s will replace all prior versions of claims in the application; 



1 1STING OF CL AIMS 



1 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A slider assembly, comprising: 

a slider having a magnetic head for reading and/or writing to a storage medium; 
and 

a vibration absorber operatively coupled to the slider for reducing mechanical 
vibrations of the slider caused by contact of the slider with the storage 
medium* 

wherein the vibration ab sorber includes a coupling portion coupled to the slide r, 
and a wei ght co u pled to the coupling portion by a resiliency deformable 
flexure, member, 

Mlg^n the flexure mem 

2, (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A slider assembly as recited in claim 1, wher e in 
t h e' vibrationab s orb e Fw 

w e ight coupl e d ^ 

m e mbef wherein the weight has a generally flat profile, wherein a plane of the 
weight along the profile is oriented at an angle with respect to an air bearing 
surface of the slider, the angle being greater than 0" . 



3. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A slider assembly as recited in claim [[2]J 1, the 

weight being spaced from the coupling portion, the weight only being coupled to 
the coupling portion by the flexure member. 
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4. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A slider assembly as recited in claim [[2j] 1, 
wherein the weight is positioned at least one of towards a trailing edge of the 
slider and towards a leading edge of the slider. 

5. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A slider assembly as recited in claim [[2]] 1, 
further comprising a second weight coupled to the coupling portion. 

6. (ORIGINAL) A slider assembly as recited in claim 5, wherein the weight and 
second weight are positioned towards a leading and trailing edge of the slider, 
respectively. 

7. (ORIGINAL) A slider assembly as recited in claim 5, wherein the weight and 
second weight are positioned towards opposite edges of the slider, the opposite 
edges extending between trai ling and leading edges of the slider. 

8. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A slider assembly as recited in claim [[2]J L, 
wherein a pivot axis of the flexure member is about parallel to an air bearing 
surface of the slider. 

9. (CURRENTLY AM ENDED) A slider assembly as recited in claim 2 , 
comprising; 

a slider having a magnetic head for reading and/or writing to a storage medium: 
and 

i vibration a ber operati spied to the si i iucirm m ch > 

b , < i h( sjjda us ' 1 ontficu fit ,1 \ th Hit t > y 

Hit-J;.;::: the v)bxji\ on absorber incjudmg ,i weigh! 
wherein the weight h is a general..^ flat profile, wherein a plane of the weight 
along the profile is oriented at an angle with respect to a plane lying 
along an air bearing surface of the slider, the angle being greater than 0°. 
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10. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A slider assembly as recited in claim [[2j] 1, 
wherein the flexure member allows the weight to twist about an axis of the 
flexure member. 

! 1 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A slider assembly as recited m claim [[2]] 1, 
wherein the weight is an integral part of the flexure member. 

12. (ORIGINAL) A slider assembly as recited in claim .1 , wherein the vibration 
absorber is tuned to about match a natural frequency of vibration of the slider 
when the slider is in a flying state. 

1 3. (ORIGINAL) A slider assembly as recited in claim 1 , wherein the vibration 
absorber is damped. 

14. (ORIGINAL) A slider assembly as recited in claim 1 3, wherein the damped 
vibration absorber is tuned to a frequency lower than a natural frequency of 
vibration of the slider when the slider is in a flying state. 

15. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A magnetic storage system, comprising: 
a magnetic disk; 

at least one head for reading from and writing to the magnetic disk; 
a slider for supporting the head; 
an actuator arm and suspension for supporting the slider; 
a vibration absorber for reducing mechanical vibrations of the slider caused by- 
contact of the slider with the magnetic medium u o th<: ib i > 
t : iJ.uk- eh hi u| ported mtik nd 

a control unit coupled to the head for controlling operation of the head. 

16. {ORIGIN AL) A magnetic storage system as recited in claim i 5, wherein the 
vibration absorber is coupled to the slider. 
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1 7. (ORIGINAL) A magnetic storage system as recited in claim 1 5, wherein the 
vibration absorber is coupled to the suspension. 

i 8. (ORIGINAL) A magnetic storage system as recited in claim i 5, wherein the 
vibration absorber is coupled to the actuator arm. 

.19. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A magnetic storage system as recited in claim 15, 
wherein th e vibration absorb e r includ e s a coupling portion ■ coup led to th e slid e r, 
and- #■ weight coupled to th e coupling portion by a r e si li e ntly d e toenabi e flexwe 
men^ber -wherein the. tlex 

20. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A magnetic storage system as recited in claim 
1 9, die weight being spaced from the coupling portion, the weight only being 
coupled to the coupling portion by the flexure member. 

2 1 . (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A magnetic storage system as recited in claim 
19, wherein the weight is positioned towards at least one of a trailing edge of the 
slider and a leading edge of the slider. 

22. (ORIGINAL) A magnetic storage system as recited in claim 19, further 
comprising a second weight coupled to the coupling portion. 

23. (ORIGINAL) A magnetic storage system as recited in claim 22, wherein the 
weight and second weight are positioned towards a leading and trailing edge of 
the slider, respectively. 

24. (ORIGINAL) A magnetic storage system as recited in claim 22, wherein the 
wei ght and second w eight are positioned towards opposite edges of the slider, 
the opposite edges extending between trailing and leading edges of the slider. 
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25. (ORIGINAL) A magnetic storage system as recited in claim 1 9, wfierein a pivot- 
axis of the flexure member is about parallel to an air bearing surface of the 
slider. 

26. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A magnetic storage system as recited in claim 19, 
wherein the weight has a flat profile, wherein a plane of the weight along the 
profile is oriented at an angle with respect to a plane lying along an air bearing 
surface of the slider, the angle being greater than 0°. 

27. (ORIGINAL) A magnetic storage system as recited in claim 19, wherein the 
weight is an integral part of the flexure member. 

28. (ORIGIN AL) A magnetic storage system as recited in claim 1 5, wherein the 
vibration absorber is timed to about match a natural frequency of vibrati on of the 
slider when the slider is in a flying state. 

29. (ORIGINAL) A magnetic storage system as recited in claim 1 5, wherein the 
vibration absorber is damped. 

30. (ORIGINAL) A magnetic storage system as recited in claim 29, wherein the 
damped vibration absorber is tuned to a frequency lower than a natural 
frequency of vibration of the slider when the slider is in a flying state 

31. (ORIGINAL) A magnetic storage system, comprising: 
a magnetic disk; 

at least one head for reading from and writing to the magnetic disk; 

a slider for supporting the head; 

an actuator arm and suspension for supporting the slider; 
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a vibration absorber for reducing mechanical vibrations of the slider caused by 
contact of the slider with the magnetic media; wherein the vibration 
absorber includes a coupling portion operativeiy coupled to the slider, 
and a weight coupled to the coupling portion by a resiiiently defotraable 
flexure member; and 

a control unit coupled to the head for controlling operation of the head. 

32. (PREVIOUSL Y PRESENTED) A magnetic storage system as recited in claim 
3 1 , wherein the weight is positioned towards a trailing edge of the slider, the 
weight being spaced from the coupling portion, the weight only being coupled to 
the coupling portion by tiie flexure member. 
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